
MONTANA HEALTHCARE PROGRAMS NOTICE 
April 24, 2018 

  Physician, Mid-Level, Pharmacy

Effective May 1, 2018       

Changes to the Medicare Part D Drug Benefit for Dual 
Eligible Members – Benzodiazepines 

This notice replaces previous provider notices on this topic. The purpose of this provider notice is to 
reinforce existing policy and rules in regard to the coverage of benzodiazepines for dually eligible 
members. 

Due to changes in Federal law, Medicaid will no longer pay for benzodiazepines for dual eligible members 
(those with both Medicare and Medicaid coverage). 

Benzodiazepines will be covered by the dual eligible member’s Medicare Part D prescription drug plan (PDP). 
Therefore, Montana Medicaid will utilize pharmacy edits to prevent Medicaid payment for benzodiazepines. 

The Department is aware claims have been paying for some benzodiazepines, but the issue has been corrected 
and will no longer process for payment.  

To answer your questions on Medicare Part D, please refer to the provider manual at 
http://medicaidprovider.mt.gov/manuals/prescriptiondrugprogrammanual. 

Contact Information 

If you have any questions, please contact: 
Drug Prior Authorization Unit 
Mountain-Pacific Quality Health 
3404 Cooney Drive 
Helena, MT 59602 
(406) 443-6002 or (800) 395-7961 (Phone) 
(406) 513-1928 or (800) 294-1350 (Fax) 

If you have questions regarding this notice, contact Shannon Sexauer at (406) 444-5951. 
For additional information, contact Montana Provider Relations at (800) 624-3958 or (406) 442-1837 or 
email MTPRHelpdesk@conduent.com. 

Visit the Montana Healthcare Programs Provider Information website at www.medicaidprovider.mt.gov. 
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